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OT{DER

This is a petition filed under Section 4 of the Kerala Local Authorities

(Prohibition of Defection) Act, 1999 to declare the respondent is

disqualified to continue as a Councilor of Muvattupuzha Municipalily

and further to declare that the respondent is disqualified for a period

of six years to contest anv election to the Local Self Government

Institutions.

2. Ihe Petitioner's case in brief is as below:

Petitioner and respondent are elected councilors of Muvattupuzha

Municipality in the general election held in 2020. Both petitioner and

respondent were elected as candidates of Indian National Congress

(INC) under the symbol "hand" from Ward No.25 and 13 respectively.

Petitioner is the Chairperson o{ Muvattupuzha Municipality and also

the leader of Parliamentarv party of United Democratic F-ront (UDF).

One P.M. Abdul Salam was also elected as Secretary and Chief whip of

the UDF Parliamentary Party. After the election respondent had given

a sworn declaration in I'orm No. 2 as per rule 3 (2) of the Kerala Local

Authorities (Prohibition of Defected members) Rules before the

Secretary of the Municipality stating her political allegiance as a

councilor of INC. On the basis of the declaration, a Register showing

party affiliation of respondent was prepared by the Secretary in Form

No.1.

3. The welfare standing Committee of the Muvattupuzha Municipality

consists of 5 membefs. Out of these 5 members 2 members belong to


