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PREFACE

The Constitutional mandate under Articles 243K and 243ZA limns the
indispensable role of Kerala State Electron Commission in the democratic process.
The superintendence, direction, control and conduct of all elections to Local Self
Government Institutions in the State of Kerala are therefore vested in the State
Election Commission. The reservation, allotment and assignment of symbols is a
requisite for the conduct of elections in a free, fair and efficient manner. The State
Election Commission had issued an order, viz. Local Authorities Election symbols
(Reservation and Allotment) order, 2017. The order mandates the publication of
the symbols reserved and allotted to the political parties and also the free symbols
which can be used in the elections. This Handbook is a revision of handbook
published in the year 2020. The handbook commence with Part-1, list of National
parties and the symbols reserved to them, list of State parties in Kerala and the
symbols reserved to them in Part II, the list of parties coming under recognized
State parties of other States or Union Territories and the registered unrecognized
political parties having a member or members in the Kerala Legislative Assembly
or having a member or members in any of the Local Self Government institutions
in the State of Kerala and the symbols respectively allotted to them in Part 11l and
list of free symbols for the independent candidates which include the symbols
allotted to registered unrecognized political parties having no member or members
in the Kerala Legislative Assembly or in any of the Local Self Government
institutions in the State of Kerala in Part IV The insignia of all symbols,
descriptions of each symbol in English, Malayalam, Tamil and Kannada languages
are also included for further reference. The Candidates of any political parties not
figured in the Tables and independent candidates shall be allotted symbols from
Part IV The Local Authorities Election Symbols (Reservation and Allotment)
Order, 2017 is attached.

A.Shajahan,
State Election Commissioner.
Thiruvananthapuram,

12.02.2024
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STATE PARTIES IN KERALA
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STATE PARTIES OF OTHER STATES AND UNION TERRITORIES AND REGISTERED UN RECOGNISED POLITICAL
PARTIES HAVING MEMBER OR MEMBERS IN THE KERALA LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY OR HAVING MEMBER OR
MEMBERS IN ANY OF THE LOCAL SELF GOVERNMENT INSTITUTIONS IN THE STATE OF KERALA
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TABLE IV

FREE SYMBOLS FOR THE INDEPENDENT CANDIDATES WHICH INCLUDE THE SYMBOLS ALLOTTED TO
REGISTERED UN RECOGNIZED POLITICAL PARTIES HAVING NO MEMBER OR MEMBERS IN THE KERALA
LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY OR IN ANY OF THE LOCAL SELF GOVERNMENT INSTITUTIONS IN THE STATE OF
KERALA. SYMBOLS FROM THIS TABLE CAN BE ALLOTTED TO INDEPENDENT CANDIDATES WHERE NO
CANDIDATES ARE SET UP BY THE REGISTERED UNRECOGNIZED POLITICAL PARTIES CONCERNED UNDER
THIS TABLE.

Serial Number Symbols
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Allotted to Kerala Janapaksham (Secular) on priority basis.
Allotted to Akhila Kerala Trinamool Party on priority basis.

Allotted to Kerala Revolutionary Socialist Party (Leninist-Marxist) on
priority basis.

Allotted to Kerala Vikas Congress on priority basis.

Allotted to Kerala Janapaksham on priority basis.
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Allotted to Indian Justice Democratic Party on priority basis.

Allotted to Revolutionary Socialist Party of Kerala (Bolshevik) RSP(B) on
priority basis.

Allotted to Deseeya Praja Socialist Party on priority basis.
Allotted to Bharatiya National Janata Dal on priority basis.
Allotted to Kerala Congress (SkariahThomas) on priority basis.
Allotted to Republican Party of india on priority basis.

Allotted to Pravasi Nivasi Party on priority basis.

Allotted to Social Action Party on priority basis.

Allotted to National Democratic Party (Secular) on priority basis.
Allotted to All India Samathuva Makkal Kakshi( AISMK) on priority basis.
Allotted to Republican Party of India (A) on priority basis.
Allotted to Bharathiya Jana Shabah (BJS) on priority basis.
Allotted to Samajvadi Jana Parishad on priority basis.

Allotted to Indian Labour Party (Ambedkarphule) on priority
basis.

Allotted to Hindustan National Party on priority basis.
Allotted to Secular National Dravida Party (SNDP) on priority basis.
Allotted to Kerala Democratic Party (KDP) on priority basis.

Allotted to Swaraj india Party on priority basis.
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NOTIFICATION

No. 57/2017/SEC Dated, Thiruvananthapuram,21 * June, 2017

The State Election Commission publishes the following order, for the
reservation, allotment and assignment of symbols in the elections to the Local Self
Government Institutions in the State of Kerala.

THE LOCAL AUTHORITIES ELECTION SYMBOLS (RESERVATION
AND ALLOTMENT) ORDER, 2017

An Order to provide for Reservation, allotment and assignment of symbols in
elections to Local Self Government Institutions in the State of Kerala and matters in
relation thereto and connected therewith.

WHEREAS, the superintendence, direction, control and conduct of all
elections to Local Self Government Institutions in the State of Kerala are vested in the
State Election Commission as provided under Articles 243K and 243ZA of the
Constitution of India;

AND WHEREAS, it is necessary and expedient to provide, in the interest of

purity of elections to such institutions in the State of Kerala and in the interest of the
conduct of such elections in a fair and efficient manner, for the reservation, allotment and
assignment of symbols, in relation thereto and for matters connected therewith;

NOW THEREFORE, in exercise of the powers conferred by Articles 243 K

and 243 ZA of the Constitution of India, the Kerala Panchayat Raj Act, 1994 the Kerala
Municipality Act, 1994 and Rule 12 of the Kerala Panchayat Raj (Conduct of Election)
Rules, 1995 and the Kerala Municipality (Conduct of Election) Rules, 1995 and all other
powers enabling it in this behalf and in supersession of notification no.102/2015/SEC
dated 24th June 2015, the State Election Commission, Kerala hereby makes the following
Order:

1. Short title, extent, application and commencement. - (1) This Order may be called
the Kerala Local Authorities Election Symbols (Reservation and Allotment) Order,
2017.

(2) It extends to the whole of the State of Kerala (except the areas specifically
excluded by Section 1(2) of the Kerala Panchayat Raj Act, 1994) in relation to the
elections to Local Self Government Institutions.

(3) It shall come into force on the date of its publication in the Kerala Government
Gazette.
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2. Definitions. - In this Order, unless the context otherwise requires, -

(a) ‘Act’ means the Kerala Panchayat Raj Act, 1994 or the Kerala Municipality Act,
1994;

(b) ‘Commission’ means the State Election Commission, Kerala;

(c) ‘Contested election’ means an election to the Panchayats, Municipality or
Municipal Corporation where a poll is taken;

(d) ‘Local Authority or Local Self Government Institution’ means a Panchayat
at any level or a Municipality or a Municipal Corporation;

(e) ‘National Party’ means a political party recognised by the Election
Commission of India as a National Party;

(f) ‘Paragraph’ means a paragraph of this Order;

(g) ‘Recognised Political Party’ means a political party recognised by the
Election Commission of India as a National Party or as a State Party in a State or
Union Territory;

(h) ‘Registered unrecognised political party’ means and includes every

political party registered under section 29A of the Representation of the People Act,
1951, but classified under Paragraph 6 of the Election Symbols (Reservation and
Allotment) Order, 1968 as unrecognized political party;

(1) “State Party in the State of Kerala’ means and includes any political party
recognized by the Election Commission of India as a State Party in the State of
Kerala;

(j)Words and expressions used but not defined in this Order but defined in the Kerala
Panchayat Raj Act, 1994 or the Kerala Panchayat Raj (Conduct of Elections) Rules,
1995 or in the Kerala Municipality Act, 1994 or the Kerala Municipality (Conduct of
Elections) Rules, 1995 shall have the meanings respectively assigned to them in
those Acts and Rules.

3.Classification of symbols. - (1) For the purpose of this Order, symbols are either
reserved, allotted or free.

(2) Save as otherwise provided in this Order, a reserved symbol is a symbol
which is reserved by the Election Commission of India under the Election Symbols
(Reservation and Allotment) Order, 1968 to a National party or a State party in the

State of Kerala.
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(3) Allotted symbol means a symbol allotted to the recognized political party

of other States or Union Territories or a symbol allotted to the registered un
recognized political parties having a member or members either in the Kerala

Legislative Assembly or in any Local Self Government Institution in the State of
Kerala.
(4) A free symbol is a symbol other than a reserved or allotted symbol.

4. Allotment of symbols by the Commission. - (1) The candidates of a recognized
National party or a recognized State party in the State of Kerala shall be assigned the
same symbol reserved to it by the Election Commission of India.

(2)The candidates of recognized State parties of other States or Union Territories shall
be allotted, as far as possible, the same symbols reserved to them by the Election
Commission of India:

Provided that where the symbol reserved by the Election Commission of India

for the recognized political parties of other States or Union Territories is not available in
the list of free symbols published by the Commission, the party concerned shall make
available the sketch/drawing of its symbol along with the application to be submitted
under paragraph 5.

(3) The candidate of a registered unrecognised political party having a member
or members in the Kerala Legislative Assembly or in any Local Self Government
Institution in the State of Kerala shall be allotted, as far as possible, the symbol of its
choice:
Provided that where the Election Commission of India has allotted a symbol to
a political party coming under sub paragraphs 2 or 3 above, the Commission shall, as
far as possible, allot the same symbol to the candidates of that party.

(4) The candidates of registered unrecognized political parties not coming under any of
the above sub paragraphs shall be assigned the symbol in the order of preference made
by them, subject to availability, from the list of free symbols and in such a case the said
symbol shall, as far as possible, be assigned to their candidates throughout the state.

(5) Any other candidate shall be given a symbol from the list of free symbols.

(6) Every independent candidate may give in his or her nomination paper choice of three
symbols in the order of preference, from the list of free symbols
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published by the Commission.

(7) Where any free symbol has been chosen by only one candidate at such

election, the Returning Officer shall allot that symbol to that candidate and to no one
else.

(8) Where a free symbol has been chosen by two or more candidates in such
election, then the Returning Officer shall decide, by lot, to which candidate that free
symbol shall be allotted and then he shall allot that symbol to the candidate on whom
the lot falls and to no one else.

5. Procedure for allotment or assignment of symbols. — (1) The political parties
referred to sub paragraphs 2, 3 & 4 of paragraph 4 above and desirous of getting
specific symbols, may make an application to the Commission for that purpose.

(2) The Commission, on receipt of such application, shall make an inquiry as it

deems fit and pass an order and its decision thereon shall be final.

6. Objections to the allotment or assignment of symbols. - (1) Any political party or a

person authorised by it in this behalf may file objection regarding the allotment

orassignment of symbols to a political party, before the Commission.

(2) The Commission, on receipt of such objection, shall make an inquiry as it deems fit

and pass an order and its decision thereon shall be final.

7. Notification of list of symbols. - (1) The Commission shall, by one or more

notifications publish list of, -

(a)The National parties and the symbols respectively reserved for them;

(b)The State parties in the State of Kerala and the symbols respectively reserved for
them,;

(c) Political parties coming under recognised State parties of other States or Union
Territories to which symbols have been allotted by the Commission and the
registered unrecognised political parties having a member or members in the
Kerala Legislative Assembly or having a member or members in any of the Local
Self Government Institution in the State of Kerala, and the symbols respectively
allotted to them.

(d) Free symbols for the independent candidates which include the symbols allotted
to registered unrecognized political parties having no member or members in the
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Kerala Legislative Assembly or in any of the Local Self Government Institutions in
the State of Kerala.

(2) Every such list shall, as far as possible, be kept up to date.

8. When a candidate shall be deemed to be set up by a political party. - For the purpose of
this Order, a candidate shall be deemed to be set up by a political party, only if -
(1) The candidate has mentioned the name of the political party in the prescribed column
in the nomination paper and has chosen the symbol, if any, reserved or allotted for
that party in the nomination paper;

Provided that if a political party recommends the symbol of that party to a
candidate who has not mentioned the name of the political party or its symbol in the

nomination paper and has mentioned a symbol from the list of free symbols in the
nomination paper, he is eligible to get the symbol of that party allotted to him.

(i1) A notice by the political party in writing to that effect, not later than 3.00 pm on the
last date for withdrawal of nominations, is delivered to the Returning Officer of the
constituency;

(i11) The said notice is signed by the person authorized by the political party from time to
time to recommend the symbol of that political party;

Provided that no facsimile signature, signature by means of rubber stamp,

signature transmitted by electronic means etc. of such authorized person shall be
accepted.

(iv) The State President, Secretary or Convener as the case may be, of the political party
shall authorise a person to recommend the symbol of that political party and shall
intimate his name and office to the State Election Commission, District Election Officer
or the concerned Returning Officer;

9. Substitution of a candidate by a political party. - For removal of any doubt it is

hereby clarified that a political party which has given a notice in favour of a candidate
in a constituency may rescind that notice and may give a revised notice in favour of
another candidate for that constituency:

Provided that the revised notice clearly indicating therein that the earlier
notice has been rescinded reaches the Returning Officer of the constituency not later
than 3.00 pm on the last date for withdrawal of nominations and the said revised notice
is duly signed by the authorized person referred to in sub paragraph (iii) of paragraph 8:
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Provided further that in case more than one notice is received by the Returning Officer
in respect of two or more candidates and the political party fails to indicate in such
notices that the earlier notice or notices have been rescinded, the Returning Officer
shall accept the notice in respect of the candidate whose nomination paper was first
delivered to him and the remaining candidate or candidates in respect of whom notice
or notices has or have been received by him, shall not be treated as candidates set up by
such political party.

10. Power of the Commission in the case of Splinter Groups. - In the case where a
political party recognised by or registered with the Election Commission of India is
split into two or more political parties and each of such party raises claim for the same
symbol assigned by the Election Commission of India or for which that party was
eligible for preference, the Commission shall not assign such symbol to the candidates
belonging to those political parties and shall assign one symbol each from the free
symbols notified under paragraph 7(1)(d) of this order to the candidates belonging to
such political party.

11. Power of the Commission to reconsider the action of the Returning Officer. - The
Commission may reconsider the action of the Returning Officer in assigning symbol to
a candidate and if it is satisfied that the action of the Returning Officer is wrong another
symbol may be assigned.

12. Power of the Commission to issue instructions and directions. - The Commissionmay
issue instructions and directions -

(a) For the purpose of clarifying any of the provision of this Order; or

(b)For the removal of any difficulty which may arise in relation to the
implementation of any such provisions; or

(c)In relation to any matter with respect to which this Order does not
makeprovision or makes insufficient provision, or such instruction is, in the
opinion of the Commission, necessary for the smooth and orderly conduct of
elections.

V. Bhaskaran

State Election Commissioner



